EQUIPMENT REVIEW

Crystal Cable Infinity
power cord

Jason Kennedy

t’s impolite to talk about money, but sometimes,
you can’'t avoid the elephant in the high-end audio
room. Crystal Cable’s Infinity power cord comes in
at €18,000. There are probably more expensive
alternatives on the market, but I've never met
one. Such a number will freak out many, but
those aware of the reason behind Infinity

and the costs of producing small numbers of

high-precision items might be more forgiving.

Crystal Cable created the Infinity power cord

to celebrate the company’s 20th anniversary.

[t will only make 200 samples, and Crystal

Cable has never been a company known

for making compromises.

Equally significant is that

this cable took seven

years to develop. Given

that its partner brand, Siltech,

has been making cables since

1983, and the two companies

know more about the subject than

most, that’s saying something.

Massive current
Infinity has massive current capability. Company
founder Gabi Rynveld says that it can conduct
200 Amps, which is significantly higher than any
other cable they make. It is also a lot more than any
audio component system requires, but it’s nice to have
headroom. As you might imagine, Crystal Cable Infinity is not
about delivering AC power in quantity but in quality, and here,
the aim is to supply voltage as quickly and quietly as possible.
The Infinity cable has 18 conductors {nhine each for positive
and negative), made of monocrystalline silver and a silver/gold
alloy. They are woven into a symmetrical matrix that is said to
maintain absolute geometrical consistency because it resists
radio frequency interference and keeps noise at a minimum.
Each conductor is drawn from high-purity silver crystal
without grain boundaries or contaminants. Two layers of
braided silver and silver/gold alloy strands surround each of
these conductors, the two combining to create an ultra-
low-loss conductor with “almost zero resistance and. .. »
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» vanishingly low source impedance.” When | spoke to Gabi

at Munich High-End 2024, where Infinity had its global
launch, she told me that mains frequencies can create
rhythmic patterns in many cables and that Infinity combats
this using a method that Crystal Cable is applying to patent.

Crystal Cable Infinity is optimised for all types of
amplifiers regardless of operational mode and is claimed
to be totally silent. In other words, it is immune to the
electromagnetic and radio frequency interference that the
majority of cables suffer from.

Perhaps surprisingly, Crystal Cable Infinity is neither huge
nor particularly stiff; the weave is under 20mm in diameter,
and the 1.5m (5 ft) length supplied for review weighs
1200g, which is heavier than most but not excessive. More
importantly, it is flexible enough to be incorporated into
most system situations. The review sample had a Furutech
F1-1363 13A UK mains plug at one end and Crystal’s gold

anodised IEC plug at the other, the latter is longer than most
and will penetrate the deepest power inlets. There is an
attractive gold anodised block near the delivery end of the
cable, but Crystal Cable doesn’t mention what it contains. It
could be the patent-pending tech mentioned above. Infinity
has AC mains plugs to suit all the territories that appreciate
high-end audio. Crystal Cable uses the best available option
in each instance. The Schuko plug on the European Infinity
cable matches the IEC with an anodised housing.

Up close

| assessed Crystal Cable Infinity with individual components
and the whole system via a power distributor. The rest of
the system used Ansuz A2 power cables distributed by

an Ansuz Mainz8 A3, which already sets the bar high. The
first was the Moor Amps Angel 6 power amplifier, which

naturally draws a higher current than any other system part. »

Reproduced from hi-Fi+ Issue 236

hifiplus.com



EQUIPMENT REVIEW
Crystal Cable Infinity

co

The restraint in the playing keeps you on edge (in a good way),
thanks to Infinity's immediacy in the presentation.

» Switching from Ansuz A2 to Infinity provided a significant
but not massive leap in sound quality; the weight of bass
increased, as did the emotional impact of Norah Jones’
voice on Herbie Hancock’s take on ‘Court and Spark’. This
power cable brought out the expression in both the voice
and piano playing, the system delivering a much stronger
sense of intimacy as a result.

Mari Samuelsen’s violin [Mari, Deutsche Grammophon]
became more powerful with the Crystal Cable power cord;
its dynamic potential seemingly expanded and greatly
enhanced the quality of the string tone. Samuelsen’s
recording is good, but | only found out it was this good
when | heard it through Crystal Cable’s finest power cord.
Infinity manages to increase dynamics because of the
extent to which it banishes noise, which was very clear
here; it also enhances clarity and allows all the colour and
texture of the playing to be much more vivid.

Moving back to the Ansuz on the power amp and
comparing the power supply for a Rega Naia turntable
proved more dramatic. It transformed dynamic expression,
bringing this remarkable turntable to a new level; the
backgrounds became notably quieter, and Infinity greatly
enhanced the image depth. Alongside this was an
improvement in timing from a turntable whose timing
is world-class and a drop in perceived volume brought
about by the drop in distortion that the Crystal Cable
allows. Inspired by Samuelsen’s playing, | put on ‘Fratres
(12 Cellists)’ from Arvo Part’s Tabula Rasa [ECM] and had
to ride the gain as the piece kept getting more and more
powerful. The recording demonstrated the increase in
dynamic range that Infinity produces in no uncertain way.
The orchestra’s scale and power kept growing, building the
tension and creating a sound that transfixed me.

More is more

Moving over to the whole system and using the Crystal Cable
Infinity instead of Ansuz A2 to supply the Mainz8 distributor
revealed another facet of its skillset: relaxation. The fancy
power cable brought an ease to the sound, which was hardly
‘in your face’ in the first place. Ease is something | like so
long as it doesn’t mask detail or smear timing, and that was
patently not the case here. The soundstage became more
open, with more space for the artistic expression of the notes
and subjectively more time to enjoy them. | have encountered
this effect before, and it must relate to a reduction in noise
and distortion because you can hear quieter details and
appreciate more about the playing or singing in the recording.

It's almost as if the music slows down so you can take in
more of what makes it interesting, but it's not a slowing of
transients; attack and decay remain as fast as they need to
pe. Timing, as it’s known, is spot on.

| tried this comparison in a system running PMC’s Active
twenty5.22i bookshelf speakers and could power sources,
preamp and speakers from the Mainz8. Adding the Infinity
cable here was also not subtle; the system became more
open and dynamic, with sound escaping the cabinets and
separating the different instruments on Lou Donaldson’s ‘Once
Cylinder’. This track is so superbly balanced that the extra
resolution and dynamic contrasts this cable brought made it
magnetic. The restraint in the playing keeps you on edge (in a
good way), thanks to Infinity’s immediacy in the presentation.

Stream similar
All of this happened while playing vinyl. | got a remarkably
similar result from a digital source made up of a dCS Lina
DAC/streamer with its partnering clock and a Qobuz stream.
The first word in the notes is ‘ease’. This cable takes away
the glare and the low-level noise that undermines the sound
and reveals the signal in so much more of its pristine beauty.
Infinity allows an increase in image scale and tonal richness;
the electric guitar has more body and voice projects more
powerfully into the room thanks to the effects that are on the
recording but which often end up hidden in the noise floor.
Crystal Cable Infinity’s ability to do this much through
a distribution device designed to kill noise is a testament
to its ability to effectively keep the bane of high resolution
at bay. Infinity is expensive, but in the context of a high-
end system, it brings impressive rewards. In the ultra-fi
systems it is designed for, it is the icing on a very rewarding
acoustic cake. +

Technical specifications

Type: AC power cable with IEC and 13A connections.
Length: Tm

Conductor: Single crystal silver, silver/gold alloy
Price: €18,000 (€5,000 per additional 0.5m)

Manufacturer Crystal Cable

@ www.crystalcable.com

UK distributor Cadence Distribution
@ www.cadencedistribution.co.uk & +44 (0)7885 427629
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