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There’s quite a jump 
between Chord’s 
entry-level SilverPlus 
at £45/0.75m and 

its high-end USB cables – the 
£400/1m Signature ARAY and 
£750/1m Sarum ARAY – but at 
least the baby of the range is 
in good company.

Chord uses gold-plated 
contacts and shells for its 
A and B connectors while 
the differential data pair 
employs silver-plated OF 
copper strands insulated 
with LDPE. The ensemble is 
fully screened, jacketed in 
a soft white PVC sleeve and 
complemented, aesthetically, 
by its blue and white moulded 
plug. Technically, SilverPlus 
offers a 13.5nsec risetime 

(fractionally slower than 
other 1.5-2.0m types) but 
its waveshape shows little 
distortion [see eye pattern].

 SUPER STEREO
In the event, the 
overwhelmingly positive 
reaction of our panel (on 
three separate occasions) 
put SilverPlus top-of-the-
heap in the sanely-priced 
category. This is an extremely 
open-sounding cable – fresh, 
effusive and bubbling with 
detail without sounding 
forced, bright or in-your-face.

The atmosphere of The 
Eagles’ live ‘Hotel California’ 
was extremely realistic. ‘Did 
you hear that guy whistling 
way back there?’, remarked 

one listener 
admiringly. 
Chord’s cable did 
the very same thing 
with Oscar Peterson’s 
trio, creating a huge image 
without blowing the 
perspective of the piano, 
percussion and strings 
out of proportion.

In tonal balance, 
SilverPlus is a match for 
Kimber’s Cu but brings 
with it a greater sense 
of spaciousness and 
transparency. Percussion 
has fantastic sparkle, a 
vivid life without a hint 
of brashness. And The 
Beatles’ remasters? No longer 
a ‘period’ piece, this sounded 
like it was recorded yesterday. 

Dreaming is about 
as far as most of 
us will ever get to 
owning a length 

of Crystal Cable’s fl agship 
USB cable. Each heavy metre 
comprises four coaxial ‘solid-
core’ cables, the central 
conducting axis a single 
silver strand sheathed in two 
layers of Kapton and clamped 
within a PEEK (Polyether ether 
ketone) dielectric. This core 
is surrounded, in turn, by two 
peripheral braids composed 
of silver-plated ‘monocrystal’ 
copper strands and gold-
plated monocrystal silver 
strands. Hence the price...

Inserted into the test rig, 
our 1m length of Absolute 
Dream showed the lowest 

deterministic jitter and the 
fastest data edge risetime of 
11.0nsec [see eye pattern].

 OUTRAGEOUS
As corny as it may appear, 
the most outrageously priced 
USB cable in our survey was, 
indeed, voted the ‘best all-
rounder’ by our panel of blind 
listeners. We were greeted by 
realistic ‘whoops, hollers and 
hand-claps’ from the audience 
as the live ‘Hotel California’ 
burst into the room.

Don Henley’s charismatic 
vocals were delightfully easy 
to discern ‘almost like he’s 
taken diction lessons’ quipped 
one listener as we tapped our 
feet right through to the end 
of this very familiar track. In 

essence, 
this 
cable offers 
the smooth, 
creamy lushness of the 
warmer-sounding cables 
and yet combines this with 
a spaciousness and the 
sparkle of the livelier 
sounding cables.

The crispness and 
delicacy of the cymbal 
work from Oscar 
Peterson’s ‘You Look Good 
To Me’ was spectacular, 
the weight of the double-
bass enhancing the huge 
width and depth of the 
soundstage. You could 
almost reach out and touch 
the atmosphere. Absolute 
Dream USB is well-named.
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Absolute Dream USB
Made by: Crystal Cable/IAH, Netherlands
Supplied by: Absolute Sounds Ltd
Telephone: 0208 971 3909
Web: www.crystalcable.com; www.absolutesounds.com
Price: £6480/1m 

USB SiverPlus
Made by: The Chord Company, Wiltshire

Supplied by: The Chord Company
Telephone: 01980 625700

Web: www.chord.co.uk
Price: £55/1.5m  


